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The  Borough  of  Brackley  and  the  Brackley  Rural  District  are 
situated  in  Northamptonshire,  in  the  extreme  south-western  portion 
of  the  county. 

Both  districts  rest  upon  beds  of  the  Oolite  and  Lias  series,  which 
consist  of  alternations  of  limestone  and  clays,  and  are  more  or  less 
covered  by  drift. 

THE  BOROUGH  OF  BRACKLEY. 

The  Borough  of  Brackley  is  a very  old  borough,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  first  granted  a charter  during  the  reign  of  King  John. 
Excepting  its  south-eastern  extremity,  which  is  bounded  by  the 
Buckingham  Rural  District,  the  borough  is  surrounded  by  the 
Brackley  Rural  District. 

Population. — Census  1891,  2,591  persons. 

„ „ 1901,2,467  „ . 

„ estimated  at  the  present  time,  about  2,487. 

Area,  3,489  acres. 

Annual  Rateable  Value  at  Michaelmas,  1908,  £12,012. 

Annual  Assessable  Value  at  Michaelmas,  1908,  £9,050. 

Outstanding  Debts  for  sanitary  purposes,  at  Michaelmas,  1908, 
£12,830. 

The  population  of  the  borough  is  mainly  aggregated  in  the  town 
of  Brackley,  which  comprises  a long  main  street  and  several  sub- 
sidiary and  back  streets,  but  the  borough  extends  some  miles  into 
the  country  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town.  The  surface  is  undu- 
lating, and  at  its  highest  point  is  some  470  feet  above  Ordnance 
Datum. 
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cisterns,  ancl  as  a result  many  of  them  are  in  a neglected  and  filthy 
condition.  In  the  country  part  of  the  borough  cesspit  privies, 
ashpit  privies,  and  pail- closets  are  in  use. 

In  the  town  of  Brackley  house  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Cor- 
poration, and  is  tipped  at  an  old  brick  yard  within  the  borough 
boundary. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  four  registered  slaughter-houses. 
One  of  them,  used  for  the  slaughtering  only  of  pigs  and  sheep,  is 
quite  unfit  for  the  purpose,  and  is  about  to  be  converted  into  a 
wash-house,  and  a shed  is  being  erected  for  use  as  a pig  slaughter- 
house in  its  stead.  The  other  three  slaughter-houses  are  faulty  in 
construction ; in  one  the  floor  is  formed  of  rough  broken  bricks,  and 
the  drain  is  inside  the  building  ; in  two  the  fasting  pens  are  inside 
the  slaughter-houses. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  six  bakehouses,  five  of  which  were  found 
to  be  clean,  but  the  sixth  was  rather  negligently  kept. 

Dairies , Cowsheds , and  Milkshops. — About  one  hundred  and 
thirty  barn  gallons  of  milk  are  sent  to  London  daily  from  the 
Brackley  Urban  District  by  six  of  ten  persons  registered  as  cow- 
keepers  and  purveyors  of  milk.  Six  farms  were  visited  by  me. 
On  several  of  the  farms  from  thirty  to  forty  milch  cows  are  kept. 
Generally  the  cowsheds  are  of  fair  construction  and  roomy,  and 
some  may  be  classed  as  good ; at  one  place,  however,  the  shed  is 
narrow  and  low.  In  some  instances  neither  the  premises  nor  the 
cows  were  as  clean  as  they  should  have  been,  and  the  practice  of 
washing  dirty  udders  before  milking  the  cows  is  not  always  adopted. 
I understand  that  the  medical  officer  of  health  undertakes  inspec- 
tion of  cowsheds,  and  that  the  inspector  of  nuisances  does  not 
visit  them.  It  appears  to  me  that  more  frequent  inspection  is 
desirable. 

Ample  and  wholesome  supplies  of  water  for  dairy-farms  are  very 
desirable  ; in  fact  they  are  urgently  necessary,  not  only  for  water- 
ing the  stock,  but  more  especially  for  the  proper  cleansing  of 
churns  and  other  milk-vessels.  At  these  farms  I did  not  observe 
any  lack  of  water,  but  I am  unable  to  speak  as  to  quality  in  the 
absence  of  definite  evidence.  Water  drawn  from  wells  in  the 
vicinity  of  farmyards  should  be  kept  under  careful  observation, 
and,  when  intended  to  be  used  for  dairy  purposes,  should  be  first 
analysed  by  a competent  analyst. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  only  44  offensive  trade”  in  the  borough 
is  that  of  a fellmonger.  The  establishment  is  but  a small  one,  and 
at  the  time  of  my  visit  was  lying  idle,  the  owner  not  having  any 
work  on  hand. 

Nuisances.— Owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system 
of  excrement  disposal  the  town  is  free  from  excremental  nuisances 
unless  from  such  causes  as  disrepair  of,  or  neglect  to  flush,  the 
water-closets.  Nuisances  arising  from  the  latter  cause,  however, 
are  not  uncommon  in  those  instances  in  which  the  water-closets  are 
intended  to  be  hand-flushed.  Nuisances  from  damp  and  otherwise 
unsatisfactory  habitations  have  been  referred  to  under  the  heading 
44  House  Accommodation.”  Nuisances  from  overcrowding  - arise 
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from  time  to  time,  and  are  sometimes  ignored  by  the  sanitary 
authority  on  account  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  other  accommoda- 
tion. Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  working  class  keep  pigs,  and 
this  frequently  in  too  close  proximity  to  dwellings  in  spite  of  a bye- 
law which  forbids  the  keeping  of  pigs  within  one  hundred  feet  of 
dwelling-houses.  Ducks  and  fowls  are  sometimes  kept  in  small 
“ runs  ” near  dwellings,  and  this  practice  is  apt  to  cause  nuisance 
when  the  hen-cots  and  runs  are  situated  in  small  yards,  or  near  to 
back-doors  or  windows. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

The  Medical  Officer  oj  Health  is  Dr.  John  Samuel  Fenton, 
M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  Dublin.  He  receives  a salary  of  £20  a 
year,  of  which  half  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council.  He  has  held 
office  for  twenty-two  years. 

Dr.  Fenton  has  repeatedly  urged  the  Town  Council  to  take  steps 
to  secure  the  improvement  of  unhealthy  and  dilapidated  dwellings, 
but,  thus  far,  very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  his  representa- 
tions. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Borough  Surveyor  is  Mr.  Arthur 
Abraham  Green.  He  has  been  in  office  at  Brackley  for  fourteen 
years  ; and,  in  addition  to  the  two  offices  named,  he  holds  that  of 
collector  of  rates  for  the  borough.  Pie  possesses  the  certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  As  inspector  of  nuisances  he  receives 
a salary  of  £45  a year,  of  which  half  is  repaid  by  the  County 
Council  ; and  as  surveyor  and  collector  of  rates  he  receives  £95  a 
year.  He  appears  to  me  to  be  a capable  and  satisfactory  officer. 

Part  iii.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
came  into  force  on  December  11th,  1897. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts. 

Byelaws  are  in  force  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  ; 
Cleansing  of  Earth-closets,  Privies  and  Ashpits ; Nuisances  ; 
Slaughter-houses ; and  Common  Lodging-houses.  All  of  these 
byelaws  were  approved  by  the  Board  on  December  16th,  1890. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies , Cowsheds , and  Milkshops  Orders , 
dated  August  13th,  1901,  are  in  force. 

The  measures  adopted  with  a view  to  securing  the  disinfection  of 
infected  dwellings  consist  of  fumigation  with  sulphurous  acid  gas. 
After  this  fumigation  there  is  no  routine  stripping  of  paper  from 
walls  and  repapering  and  whitewashing  ; but  this  work,  it  is  said,  is 
often  undertaken  voluntarily  by  the  householders.  Disinfectants  are 
supplied  to  poor  people  free  of  charge. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  town  is  unprovided  with  any  accom- 
modation for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases  ; nor  is  there  any 
disinfecting  apparatus. 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  account  that  the  Brackley  Town 
Council  has,  in  certain  respects,  satisfactorily  performed  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  it  as  a Sanitary  Authority.  The  Council  has  done 
good  work  in  providing  a public  water-supply,  good  in  quality 
though  still  somewhat  deficient  in  quantity  ; in  adopting  the  water- 
carriage  system  of  excrement  disposal;  and  in  undertaking  the 
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collection  and  disposal  of  ashes  and  house  refuse  in  the  town  portion 
of  the  borough.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Council  has  failed 
to  provide  an  efficient  disinfecting  apparatus  and  hospital  accom- 
modation for  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  ; dwelling- 
houses  have  fallen  into,  and  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in, 
dilapidated  and  insanitary  conditions  ; and  the  repeated  complaints 
of  the  medical  officer  of  health  with  respect  to  such  dwellings 
have  been  ignored.  The  Council  also  appears  to  be  very  lax  in 
dealing  with  nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  pigs  and  fowls 
in  filthy  conditions. 

BRACKLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Population. — Census  1891,  7,779  persons. 

„ „ 1901,  7,182  „ 

„ estimated  at  the  middle  of  1909,  7,200  persons. 

Area , 42,440  acres. 

Annual  Rateable  Value  at  Michaelmas,  1908,  £60,488. 

Annual  Assessable  Value  at  Michaelmas,  1908,  £45,354. 

'Outstanding  Debt  for  Sanitary  Purposes,  £181. 

Rates. — The  total  rates  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1909,  for 
all  purposes  amount  to  2s.  10^<7.  in  the  £,  made  up  thus  : — High- 
way, lOd.  ; Poor’s  Pate,  Is.  life?.  ; Sanitary  Purposes,  \d.  ; and 
for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1910,  to  3s.  1 £d.  in  the  £,  made  up 
thus  : — Highway,  Is.  0 \d.  ; Poor’s  Pate,  2s.  Of d.  ; Sanitary  Pur- 
poses, ^ d . The  rate  averaged  somewhat  less  than  1 d.  in  the  £ ; 
last  year  and  this  year,  \d.  in  the  £ was  deemed  sufficient. 

Principal  Industries. — The  district  is  entirely  rural,  and  agricul- 
ture and  dairy-farming  are  practically  the  only  industries.  Large 
quantities  of  milk  are  sent  out  of  the  district,  mainly  to  London. 

The  Oxford  Canal,  which  connects  the  Midlands  with  the 
Thames,  skirts  the  western  border  of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Water  Supplies. — The  inhabitants  of  the  rural  district  are  mainly 
dependent  upon  public,  or  private,  surface  wells  for  their  water- 
supplies  ; but  in  some  half-dozen  villages,  e.g .,  Charlton-by- 
Newbottle,  Morton  Pinkney,  Eydon,  Helmdon  and  King’s  Sutton, 
the  well  supplies  are  supplemented  by  water  piped  from  springs  to 
standpipes.  These  wrells  are  invariably  dry-steined,  and  admit 
soakage  from  surface  and  subsoil  water.  The  water-level  varies 
according  to  the  sites  of  the  wells,  being  in  some  instances  close  to 
the  surface,  and  in  others  15  feet,  or  20  feet,  or  more,  below  the 
ground  level.  Many  of  the  wells  are  situated  in  such  positions  that 
they  incur  risk  of  water-pollution  from  deposits  of  manure  or 
manured  ground,  from  privies,  or  piggeries,  or  defective  drains. 

Of  the  piped  water-supplies  only  one,  that  for  Charton-by- 
Newbottle,  was  provided  by  means  of  a loan  sanctioned  by 
the  Board,  of  which  loan  the  sum  of  £181  is  still  outstanding,^ 
and  forms  the  District  Council’s  only  debt  for  sanitary  purposes. 

* Locally  I was  informed  that  the  original  loan  amounted  to  £300,  but  from 
the  Board’s  records  it  appears  that  the  sum  was  £253. 
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In  this  case  water  is  piped  from  a spring  to  three  tanks  erected  in  a 
lock-up  shed  at  the  higher  end  of  the  village,  whence  it  is  dis- 
tributed to  a number  of  standpipes.  The  piped  supplies  in  other 
villages  are  of  similar  character,  but  were  provided  by  private 
enterprise,  some  having  been  paid  for  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

In  some  instances  water  has  to  be  carried  by  hand  for  consider- 
able distances.  Thus,  at  Croughton,  although  some  of  the 
inhabitants  obtain  supplies  from  private  wells,  others  carry  water 
for  a distance  of  nearly  a quarter  of  a mile,  i.e.,  half  a mile  for 
the  double  journey,  from  one  or  other  of  the  following  two 
sources.  At  the  higher  end  of  the  village  there  is  a public 
pump  over  a well  situated  only  six  or  seven  yards  distant  from,  and 
at  a lower  level  than,  the  churchyard  ; and  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
village  there  is  a spout,  fed  by  water  piped  from  a neighbouring 
spring,  which,  it  is  said,  always  affords  an  ample  supply. 

Sewerage  and  House-drainage. — There  is  no  complete  and  proper 
sewerage  system  for  any  of  the  villages  in  the  district,  but  many 
house-drains  are  connected  with  surface-water  road  drains.  The  latter 
are  generally  constructed  of  stone,  but  in  some  instances  they  have 
been  reconstructed,  at  any  rate  in  part,  and  piped  drains  substituted. 
Thus,  at  Culworth  a piped  drain  has  been  constructed  along  the 
road  towards  Eydon  and  Chipping  Warden.  This  road  descends 
steeply  from  the  village,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  passes  under  a 
railway  bridge  and  then  divides,  the  right  hand  branch  leading  to 
Eydon  and  the  left  to  Chipping  Warden.  Just  about  the  fork, 
on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  latter  road,  the  drain  discharges  into  a 
tank,  and  from  this  an  overflow  pipe  crosses  the  road  and  dis- 
charges into  a ditch  on  the  opposite  side,  thereby  causing  a serious 
nuisance.  The  tank  is  worse  than  useless,  for  it  collects  a quantity 
of  offensive  sludge,  and,  owing  to  the  steep  gradient  of  the  drain, 
this  sludge  is  flushed  out  of  the  tank  into  the  ditch  whenever  there 
happens  to  be  heavy  rainfall.  Again,  at  Syresham  the  old  road- 
drains  have  been  more  or  less  completely  replaced  by  pipes. 
According  to  the  plan  submitted  to  the  District  Council  the  main 
outfall  pipe  was  to  be  carried  beyond  the  village  so  as  to  discharge 
near  a mill,  but  the  scheme  does  not  appear  to  have  been  executed 
in  its  entirety,  for  a large  drain,  obviously  conveying  sewage,  and 
giving  rise  to  nuisance,  discharges  directly  into  a water-course  at 
the  foot  of  the  village,  the  outfall  itself  being  concealed  beneath  the 
arch  of  a bridge  by  which  the  road  crosses  the  stream.  Again,  at 
King’s  Sutton  there  is  a brook  which  is  for  some  distance  in  a very 
foul  condition  owing  to  the  direct  discharge  into  it  of  sewage  from 
several  sewers.  I understand  that  the  drainage  works  of  these 
three  villages  were  carried  out  by  the  late  inspector  of  nuisances, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Treadwell,  recently  deceased. 

A portion  of  the  village  of  Helmdon  has  recently  been  provided 
with  proper  pipe-sewers  under  the  supervision  of  the  present 
inspector  of  nuisances.  The  outfall  sewer  discharges  into  a settling 
tank,  and  thence  the  sewage  passes  through  a septic  tank  to  a ditch. 
The  works  have  not  long  been  opened,  and  it  is  too  early  to  judge 
of  the  result  of  this  treatment.  I understand  that  the  cost  was 
about  £80,  towards  which  one  house-owner  contributed  £50, 
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As  to  house-drainage,  many  dwellings  are  unprovided  in  this 
respect,  while  many  of  the  existing  drains  are  unsatisfactory. 
Old  D-traps  and  hell-traps  are  in  common  use,  and  not  infrequently 
they  are  quite  ineffectual  on  account  of  damage  or  removal  of 
the  bell  covers.  Gully  traps  are  gradually  coming  into  use,  and 
are  being  substituted  for  the  older  forms  at  the  instance  of  the 
new  inspector  of  nuisances. 

At  Thorpe  Mandeville  is  a row  of  five  new  houses  facing  the 
road.  Drainage  for  these  has  been  provided,  but  the  main  drain 
discharges  directly  into  a watercourse.  The  late  inspector  of 
nuisances  was  the  architect  of  these  dwellings. 

House  Accommodation . — Dwellings  in  the  district  are  mostly  built 
of  local  stone,  with  tiled,  slated,  or  thatched  roofs,  but  there  are 
also  some  brick-built  houses.  Often  eaves-spouting  is  not  provided, 
even  for  tiled  and  slated  roofs,  and  it  is  not  customary  to  provide 
spouts  for  thatched  roofs.  Damp-proof  courses  may  be  regarded 
as  almost  non-existent  in  the  houses  inhabited  by  the  poorer  classes. 
Many  of  the  thatched  roofs  are  in  a dilapidated  and  neglected 
condition,  and  not  a few  of  the  cottages  are  erected  against  banks 
of  earth,  and  are  without  back  doors  and  back  windows,  so  that 
through  ventilation  cannot  be  obtained.  Owing  to  these  defects 
dampness  of  the  interiors  is  not  uncommon.  Dwellings  were  seen 
by  me  which  in  their  present  state  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; 
in  this  respect  the  village  of  King’s  Sutton  is  very  bad.  Abandoned 
houses,  falling,  or  fallen,  into  decay,  were  observed  in  various 
parts  of  the  district. 

Excrement  Disposal . — Some  of  the  houses  of  the  better  class  are 
provided  with  water-closets,  and  there  are  a few  pail-closets  in 
various  parts  of  the  districts  ; but  disposal  of  nightsoil  is  almost 
universally  effected  by  means  of  cesspit  privies.  Most  of  the  privies 
are  built  of  bricks  or  stone,  but  here  and  there  wooden  erections 
were  observed.  Nuisance  is  practically  inseparable  from  privies 
of  the  class  found  in  this  district,  and  aggravations  of  the  nuisances 
occur  as  a consequence  of  neglect  and  dilapidations.  In  some 
instances  privies  were  seen  in  narrow  back-yards  in  close  proximity 
to  dwellings,  as  at  Croughton  and  Aynho,  and  in  other  cases  they 
are  dangerously  near  to  wells,  as  at  Greatworth,  Syresham,  and 
Sulgrave. 

The  occupiers  of  dwellings  are  responsible  for  the  removal  of  the 
contents  of  pails  and  privy-pits.  They  dispose  of  this  filth  in  their 
gardens,  or  on  other  land.  Sometimes  the  contents  have  to  be 
removed  through  dwellings,  as,  for  example,  in  the  case  of  three 
houses  at  Aynho. 

Slaughter-houses . — There  is  not  any  list  of  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district ; the  number,  therefore,  cannot  be  stated.  In  the  course 
of  my  inspection  I visited  nine,  and  found  them,  generally,  well  kept 
and  clean.  Mostly  they  are  well  constructed,  but  defects  were 
observed  occasionally,  such  as  drain  inlets  within  the  building,  and 
fasting  pens  forming  practically  parts  of  the  slaughter-houses, 
sometimes,  indeed,  comprising  a portion  of  it  only  imperfectly 
boarded  off.  At  King’s  Sutton  slaughtering  is  practised  actually  in 
a shop  in  which  meat  is  exposed  for  sale. 

Bakehouses . — Sixteen  bakehouses  were  visited  by  me.  Almost 
without  exception  they  were  well  constructed  and  clean. 
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The  medical  officer  of  health  has  been  in  the  habit  of  super- 
vising personally  the  slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses,  and  much 
in  the  way  of  structural  improvements  has  been  effected  at  his 
suggestion,  especially  in  the  laying  down  of  impervious  and  easily 
washable  floors  in  both  classes  of  buildings. 

Dairies „ Cowsheds , and  Milkshops. — The  register  of  cowkeepers 
and  purveyors  of  milk  is  admittedly  incomplete.  It  contains  thirty- 
five  names,  dating  from  June  15th,  1887,  to  March,  1907,  but  all 
the  entries  appear  to  have  been  made  recently  in  a new  book.  The 
register  does  not  give  any  particulars  as  to  the  numbers  of  cows 
kept,  as  to  accommodation,  numbers  of  sheds  and  measurements, 
water-supplies,  or  dairies.  Mr.  Rogers,  the  new  inspector  of 
nuisances,  whose  appointment  dates  only  from  last  June,  now  has 
this  matter  in  hand. 

Ten  dairy  farms  were  inspected  by  me.  Generally  the  cowsheds 
are  fairly  roomy,  and  fairly  well  constructed.  Some  are  open  on 
one  side,  others  are  closed  on  all  sides.  They  did  not  appear  to 
be  used  to  any  great  extent,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  cows  were 
brought  in  only  for  the  milking,  and  were  immediately  afterwards 
turned  out  again,  and  lay  out  all  night.  Even  during  the  winter 
they  lie  out,  excepting  the  best  milkers  which  are  brought  in 
and  housed.  Cleanliness  is  not  always  sufficiently  attended  to 
within  the  sheds,  and  the  yards  are,  more  often  than  not,  extremely 
filthy. 

As  to  water-supplies,  I can  only  refer  to  my  remarks  in  a similar 
connection  in  the  Brackley  Urban  District  portion  of  this  report. 
See  p„  4. 

Regulations  as  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  were  adopted 
only  last  year,  and  the  medical  officer  of  health  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  District  Council  could  not  interfere  until  these 
regulations  were  in  force.  Hence,  until  about  a year  ago,  the  work 
of  inspection  and  improvement  of  the  sheds  had  not  been  entered 
upon  seriously,  but  since  that  time  the  work  has  been  taken  in  hand, 
and  structural  improvements  are  being  effected  gradually. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

The  Medical  Officer  off  Health  is  Mr.  George  Nicholson  Stathers, 
L.R.C.P.,  and  L.M.,  Edinburgh,  M.R.C.S.,  England,  and  D.P.H., 
Cambridge.  He  has  held  office  for  fifteen  years  ; and  he  receives 
a salary  of  £40  per  annum,  of  which  half  is  repaid  by  the  County 
Council.  For  a district  of  this  area  and  population  Dr.  Stathers’s 
annual  reports  have  been  very  brief,  and  there  has  been  a tendency 
towards  still  greater  brevity,  his  reports  for  the  years  1906  and 
1907  extending,  each  of  them,  to  only  two  sheets  of  foolscap. 
Dr.  Stathers  does  not  make  a practice  of  attending  the  meetings  of 
the  District  Council ; and  he  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  devote  so 
much  time  to  his  duties  as  they  require,  but  he  contends  that  he 
does  ample  work  in  return  for  the  remuneration  which  he  receives. 
He  has  paid,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  considerable  attention  to 
slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses,  and,  latterly,  to  cowsheds. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — For  a period  of  about  twenty-five 
years  the  office  of  inspector  of  nuisances  was  held  by  Mr.  William 
14994  B 


10 


Johnson  Treadwell.  He  died  on  March  30th,  1909,  having  been 
unable,  on  account  of  illness,  to  perform  his  duties  during  some  months 
previously.  As  inspector  of  nuisances  he  received  a salary  of  £52  per 
annum,  of  which  half  was  repaid  by  the  County  Council ; but  he  also 
held  office  as  surveyor  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  at  a 
salary  of  £10,  and  as  road  surveyor  at  a salary  of  £115  per  annum. 
Moreover,  Mr.  Treadwell  held  the  three  corresponding  offices  for 
the  Middleton  Cheney  Rural  District  ; and,  further,  he  was 
allowed  to  undertake  private  work  in  his  capacity  as  a surveyor 
and  architect. 

The  offices  of  inspector  of  nuisances  and  surveyor  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  rendered  vacant  in  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Brackley  and  of  Middleton  Cheney  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Treadwell, 
have  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sydney  John  Rogers. 
He  has  also  been  appointed  inspector  of  canal  boats  for  both 
districts  ; but  the  offices  of  surveyor  of  roads  in  both  districts  have 
been  placed  in  other  hands.  Mr.  Rogers,  who  is  a builder  and 
plumoer  by  trade,  is  not  allowed  to  undertake  any  private  work, 
but  is  required  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  his  public  duties. 
He  is  remunerated,  per  annum,  as  shown  below:  — 

Brackley  Rural  District — 

£ 

As  inspector  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

„ sanitary  surveyor  and  inspector  of  canal  boats  ...  10 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural  District — 

As  inspector  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

„ sanitary  surveyor  and  inspector  of  canal  boats  ...  5 

Total  remuneration  for  whole  time  ...  ...  ...  £87 

Moieties  of  the  salaries  allotted  to  the  offices  of  inspector  of 
nuisances  in  the  two  districts  are  repaid  by  the  County  Council. 

The  area  of  the  two  districts  comprises  56,328  acres  ; and,  at 
the  Census  of  1901,  the  population  numbered  9,596  persons. 

It  wrill  be  seen  that  for  devoting  his  whole  time  to  his  duties 
Mr.  Rogers  will  be  receiving  a very  much  smaller  sum  than  that 
received  by  Mr.  Treadwell,  who  was  also  road  surveyor  for  both 
districts,  and  who  did  a considerable  amount  of  private  practice. 
There  can  be  no  questioning  the  fact  that  Mr.  Rogers  will  be  much 
underpaid  if  he  perform  his  duties  in  an  efficient  manner,  and 
officers  in  that  position  are  apt  to  be  continually  on  the  look-out  for 
other  appointments  affording  more  adequate  remuneration  for  their 
services,  the  results  frequently  being  the  resignations  of  officers 
when  they  have  come  to  know  their  districts,  and  when  their 
services  are  in  consequence  of  the  greatest  value.  Constant 
changes  of  officers  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  or  as  leading 
to  continuity  of  purpose  or  uniformity  of  method. 

Mr.  Rogers  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
He  is  a young  man  and  appears  to  take  an  interest  in  his  work,  and 
to  be  anxious  to  do  his  best.  He  is  quickly  making  himself 
acquainted  with  the  Brackley  Rural  District,  and  seems  to  realize 
fully  the  requirements  of  the  various  villages  in  it. 
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Byelaws  with  respect  to  New  Buildings , on  the  Rural  Model, 
have  been  adopted,  and  were  sanctioned  by  the  Board  on  February 
27th,  1901. 

Regulations  as  to  Dairies , Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been 
adopted,  and  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1908. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  ; Water)  Act,  1878,  have 
been  largely  ignored.  The  Clerk  to  the  District  Council  could  not 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  granting  of  water  certificates 
under  Section  6,  and  several  instances  were  met  with  during  the 
course  of  my  inspection  in  which  recently  erected  dwellings  were 
found  to  be  occupied  and  the  owners  had  not  obtained  the  statutory 
certificates.  Samples  of  water,  it  appears,  are  taken  for  analysis 
only  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  District  Council  has  neglected  to  provide 
any  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and 
considerable  hardship  arises  at  times  in  consequence.  For  example, 
scarlet  fever  occurs  in  the  house  of  a labouring  man,  part  of  his 
work  comprising  the  milking  of  cows,  and  his  wages  being,  perhaps, 
fourteen  shillings  a ’week.  The  patient  cannot  be  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  milker  cannot  be  allowed  to  continue  to  milk  cows 
and  to  reside  in  an  infected  house.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  either 
he  must  cease  work  and  lose  his  wages  at  a time  when  he  most 
requires  money,  or  he  must  go  into  lodgings  and  pay  for  them  out 
of  his  slender  earnings  so  long  as  the  illness  may  last. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — The  District  Council  has  not  provided 
any  means  for  the  efficient  disinfection  of  articles  of  clothing  or 
bedding.  Infected  rooms  are  fumigated  by  means  of  sulphurous 
acid  gas  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases. 

During  my  inspection  of  this  district  I observed  very  few  signs 
of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  Comments 
have  already  been  made  on  the  unsatisfactory  method  of  sewage 
disposal  at  several  of  the  villages.  Little  attention  seems  to 
have  been  given  to  water-supplies,  very  many  of  which  must  be 
regarded  as  almost  certainly  contaminated.  No  effort  is  made  to 
deal  effectively  with  damp  and  dilapidated  dwellings.  Nuisances 
from  privies,  badly  constructed,  or  dilapidated,  or  too  near  to  houses 
or  cottages,  may  be  discovered  in  every  village.  To  sum  up,  it  may 
be  stated  briefly  that  inspection  of  the  district  leads  inevitably  to 
the  conclusion  that  sanitary  administration  has  been  greatly 
neglected. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Borough  of  Bracelet. 

1.  The  Town  Council,  either  by  themselves,  or  in  combination 
with  one,  or  more,  of  the  neighbouring  District  Councils,  should 
undertake  the  provision  of  an  adequate  and  properly  equipped 
hospital  for  the  isolation  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  ; and  this  provision  should  include  an  efficient  disinfecting 
apparatus. 
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2.  The  Town  Council  should  take  such  action  as  may  he  necessary 
to  secure  the  proper  maintenance  in  habitable  condition  of  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  borough. 

3.  The  Town  Council  should  endeavour  to  secure  the  provision 
of  adequate  and  wholesome  water-supplies,  within  reasonable 
distances,  for  those  dwellings  in  the  outlying  portions  of  the 
borough  which  are  at  the  present  time  without  sufficient  supplies  of 
wholesome  water. 

4.  The  Town  Council  should  enforce  their  byelaws  with  respect 
to  nuisances,  especially  that  one  which  forbids  pig-keeping  within 
100  feet  of  a dwelling-house. 

5.  Nuisances  should  be  sought  out,  and  prompt  measures  should 
be  taken  to  effect  their  abatement. 

Bracelet  Rural  District. 

1.  The  District  Council,  either  by  themselves,  or  in  combination 
writh  one,  or  more,  of  the  neighbouring  District  Councils,  should 
undertake  the  provision  of  an  adequate  and  properly  equipped 
hospital  for  the  isolation  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  ; and  this  provision  should  include  an  efficient  disinfecting 
apparatus. 

2.  The  District  Council  should  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  the  proper  maintenance  in  habitable  condition  of 
dwelling  houses  in  the  rural  district. 

3.  The  District  Council  should  endeavour  to  secure  the  provision, 
within  reasonable  distance,  of  adequate  and  wholesome  water- 
supplies  for  all  the  dwellings  in  the  district.  They  should  also  see 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  be 
strictly  obeyed. 

4.  Nuisances  should  be  sought  out,  and  prompt  measures  should 
be  taken  to  effect  their  abatement.  Special  attention  should  be 
paid  to  excremental  nuisances  arising  from  insufficient,  dilapidated, 
or  improperly  constructed,  closets  and  privies. 


WILFRED  W.  E.  FLETCHER. 


